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Drink Driving Laws by Country 



SOBRIETY 

CHECKPOINTS 

ONLY 

(17) 

BOTH 

(59) 

RANDOM 

BREATH 

TESTING  

ONLY 

(48) 

NEITHER 

(59) 

Methods of enforcing the maximum legal BAC, by number of countries  

n = 165 countries reporting on sobriety checkpoints and 166 reporting on random breath testing 

_______________________________________________________ 
Source: Global Status Report On Road Safety 2015, WHO, Geneva, Switzerland, 2015  

Drink Driving enforcement practice by Country 



• Majority of adults are impaired in their ability to drive with a BAC of 

0.05g/dl or greater 

 
•  Inexperienced young drivers with a BAC level of 0.05g/dl have more than 

twice risk of a crash compared with more experienced drivers 

 

• In low and middle income countries  between 30-70% of fatally injured 

drivers have consumed alcohol. 

 

• Alcohol in the body is linked with higher risk of death and serious injury, 

and limits the extent and level of recovery 

 

• Other drugs are a factor in crashes, but few countries have laws or 

enforcement 

Drink Driving – A primary road safety risk factor  



The influence of alcohol on driving 
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Allows random stopping & breath testing of drivers without police 

being required to have previous knowledge of any alcohol affect on 

that driver (e.g. ‘probable cause’ or ‘reasonable suspicion’ no longer 

required.  

“A minor infringement on personal freedom by stopping drivers to test for 
the presence of alcohol is far outweighed by the collective safety benefit to 

the wider  community.” 

Random Breath Testing (RBT) introduction 



Contemporary best practise enforcement 

• Conducted in an intensive and sustained manner  

• Utilises both highly visible static operations & mobile operations  

• Utilises a mix of targeted and randomised approaches 

• Supported by mass media and public education campaigns 

 



Road deaths over .05 

Victoria, Australia BAC  (1977 – 2010) 



 

General deterrence 

(Simple Behaviours) 

 

Deter potential offenders through: 

 

• fear of detection 

• fear of the consequences. 
 

E.g. Drink driving, driver license or 

vehicle offence penalties targeted 

through checking, mass media 

promotion. 

 

Specific deterrence 

(Complex Behaviours) 

 

Deter potential offenders through 

their experience of detection and 

the consequences, to avoid 

reoffending. 

 

E.g. Drink driving  – maximizing 

the detection of offending drivers; 

introduction of alcohol interlocks, 

demerit points etc.  

Homel’s Deterrence Theory – Applying Science 



Enforcement activities should be: 
 

• Highly visible – As many drivers as possible should see highly visible 
police checkpoints and roadside testing. 

• Rigorously enforced - No one avoids testing, regardless of 
occupation or status.  All are treated the same. No exceptions. 
 

‘Anywhere, anytime, anybody’ 
 

• Sustained – Enforcement targets the correct times and is sustained 
throughout each year and is unpredictable. 

• Well publicized – Publicity and media support greatly enhances 
impact. 

 

Enforcement based on Deterrence 



Random Breath Testing (RBT) introduction 

______________________________       

Source: https://www.tac.vic.gov.au/ 



Enforcement Technology 

Preliminary Breath Testing Device Evidential Breath Testing Device 

Capable of carrying out: 

 

-  Passive Test 

-  Breath Screening Test 

-  Evidential Breath Test 

-  GPS Test Location, Time & Date 

- Electronic Ticketing 

- Roadside vehicle counter 

- Telemetric devices 



Alcohol Interlocks – Specific deterrence 

• Electronic breath testing device that 

prevent a vehicle from starting if it detects 

alcohol.  

• Requires breath tests during a trip.  

• Records all breath tests & any attempts to 

drive with alcohol present on a driver’s 

breath. 

• Every driver who is 

convicted of drink driving 

in Victoria, Australia is 

required to have an 

interlock device installed in 

their vehicle when their 

licence is re-issued. 



Specific deterrence 

_______________________________________________ 

Source: Herald Sun Newspaper, Victoria Australia 24.04.18 



The data  - intelligence process 



Alcohol Testing – Every Crash 

• Driver’s must be breath tested after every 
crash (no exceptions) 

 

• Drivers who require medical treatment and 
who cannot be breath tested are subject to 
‘blood samples’ 
 

• Deceased drivers = blood samples taken 

 

“Breath or Blood Alcohol levels should 
recorded for every crash attended by Police”. 
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Unless there is a blitz on, you seldom see 

police conducting alcohol checkpoints . 

The risk of being caught drinking and 

driving is small. 

You can often avoid alcohol checkpoints 

if you see them early enough. 

If I’m not sure that I’m not over the limit 
I’ll use back streets to drive home. 

Some people stopped at checkpoints 

aren’t breath tested when probably over 
the limit. 

Community attitudes to drink-driving enforcement 

Decreasing trend reflects improvement in safety attitudes 



 Drink driving is a more prevalent cause of road deaths & injuries 

- alcohol detected in 24.4% of seriously injured drivers and 32% of killed 

drivers. 

- psychoactive drugs found in 15% of seriously injured drivers & 15% of 

killed drivers 

 Illicit drugs usually found in combination with alcohol (cannabis 

most common), followed by cocaine and amphetamines. 

 Injury risk of drugs combined with alcohol is similar to the risk of 

alcohol consumption at BAC of 1.2g/L 

 Emerging research and studies of effect of drugs on driving in 

developed countries & the scale & impact of drug driving in Europe 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Source: 

Preventing Drug Driving in Europe, European Transport Safety Council (ETSC), March 2017 European Commission 2012, DRUID) 

Drug Driving – What we know 



Substances tested 

 

• Methyl amphetamine 

     (Speed) 

 

• Δ-9-THC 

     (Cannabis) 

 

• Methylenedioxymethamphetamine 

     (MDMA - Ecstasy) 

The Australian experience 



Control Line 

Drug Positive Line 

Roadside Testing Device 



Roadside Test 

Second Sample Test 

Laboratory 

Confirmation 

Roadside Testing Process 



• Standardisation of procedures for roadside drug & alcohol  enforcement  

 

• Introduce advanced & well prepared training programs for police 

officers for drug & alcoholdetection in drivers  

 

• Introduce international standards of drugs level in drivers body (zero 

tolerance?)  

 

• Research should be focused on evaluation & development of road side 

testing (fast & simple to use drugs testing kits) 

 

• Introduce international standards for data collection, monitoring and 

analysis. 

Summary 



Save LIVES:  

A road safety technical package 

World Health Organization 
http://www.who.int/violence_injury_prevention/publications/road_traffic/save-lives-package/en/ 

 

Useful Resources 

Drinking and Driving:  

A road safety manual for decision makers and practitioners 

Global Road Safety Partnership 
http://www.who.int/roadsafety/projects/manuals/alcohol/en/ 
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c/o International Federation of 
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Tel: +41 (0) 22 730 42 49 

Fax: +41 (0) 22 733 03 95 
E-mail:  grsp@ifrc.org 

Website: www.grsproadsafety.org 


