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people died in road traffic
in the EU In 2024



Road safety progress 2014-2024
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people died in alcohol-related crashes
in 2021*

*In 23 EU countries



Drink driving progress 2011-2021
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Drink-driving — alcohol breath checks (2010-2019)
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Average annual change in the number of alcohol roadside breath checks per 1000
population over the period 2010-2019
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Lower Blood Alcohol Concentration (BAC) limits

Sanctions and enforcement

Alcohol Interlocks (rehabilitation and commercial
transport)

Education and campaigns



C 00/0 of all drink-driving offenders are
involved in 2 / 3 of all alcohol-
involved crashes

L ITITILT @ LEGISLATION NEEDED
= RRR'I'HIRM'I Alcohol interlock programmes for
2/3 drink-driving offenders should be

SRyt compulsory and placed under

administrative law.

Alcohol interlocks are:

* An effective measure for hard-core
drink-driving offenders

* An effective prevention tool
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Find out more
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European Transport Safety Council

PROGRESS IN REDUCING
DRINK-DRIVING AND
OTHER ALCOHOL-RELATED
ROAD DEATHS IN EUROPE
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Best practice and guidelines for Member States
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KEY RECOMMENDATIONS
c l] UNTRI ES Set annual targets for Run large-scale enforcement EU

numbers of checks and actions, coordinated with
compliance publicity campaigns
, ::;.
@ @
Channel revenue raised Set up a demerit point Revise the directive on cross-
from fines back into system border enforcement to make

road safety work sure fines are followed up



What do we mean by psychoactive drugs?
 lllicit and licit (medicines)

2/
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Psychoactive drugs have a negative effect on the ability to drive
e Cognitive behaviour
* Psychomotor functioning

Drug driving is not as well understood as drink driving
* A wide variety of substances: illicit and licit, established and emerging
* Less information

Our knowledge is growing, but still limited
We need more knowledge of drug driving and how to prevent it



Drug driving

SELF-DECLARED BEHAVIOUR AS A CAR DRIVER ENFORCEMENT PERCEPTION
Drive within 1 hour after taking drugs (other than Checked by the police for the use of illegal drugs
prescribed or over the counter medication) Europe22
Europe22 Spain NN 19 6%
; i taly I 12 4%
United Kingdom I 10.1% :
Neth::?ands O 7% Latvia I 17.3%
Ireland I O 2% Netherlands I 13.6%
Spain I 9 0% Belgium I 13.5%
Belgium I 8 5% Czech Republic I 13.3%
France MEEEENS.1% Bosnia Herzegovina I 12.5%
Denmark NN 7.7% Ireland I 12.3%
ltaly W7 5% Greece I 11.1%
Europe22 W 7.2% Serbia I 11.0%
Germany EEEENG6.9% Europe22 M 10.9%
s‘”"gom”'a"d, -:f: SELF-DECLARED BEHAVIOUR AS A CAR DRIVER g iltaortrg%' =]Ig-g:
Sweden EEEN6.0% Drive within 1 hour after taking drugs (other than " zFer;‘r"'ée Bl
) Austria IS 4% prescribed or over the counter medication) Austria [ 8.9%
Bosnia Herzegovina Il 48% £ Donmark EEEEEE.5%
Czech Republic Hll3.6% urope22 Uni : y
Slovenia Wl3.4% Male ‘ nited Kingdom I 8.4%
Luxembourg IB2.8% Sweden H7.9%
Poland l2.7% Female _m Poland WM S5.6%
Greece B2.1% . ' ' ' ' Luxembourg M 5.5%
Finland B2.1% Germany Hl4.4%
Latvia B1.8% Finland IM3.7%
Serbia .l!.:!% { | | ; Slovenia .-3'1%. . '

OESRAS3 project



Drug driving - Finland

Drivers causing drug driving accidents 2016-2020
Drugs but alcohol and medicines not known 1
Drugs, alcohol and medicines J50E
Drugs and medicines 34
Drugs and alcohol =
Only drugs 21 ‘
ALL DRUG DRIVERS m
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Figure 11. Mixed substance abuse in fatal drug driving accidents in 2016-2020.



Legal limits/‘per se’ laws

* Establish a fixed substance limit — similar to BAC levels. Any driver detected with a
substance reaching or exceeding the legal limit is considered to have broken the law.

Zero tolerance laws

e Set legal limits with a concentration set at the lab limit of detection. Any driver with a
detectable amount of a relevant substance is considered to have broken the law.

Impairment legislation

* In each case it must be proven that the skills of the driver were adversely affected by a
specific drug. Signs of impairment are usually observed and recorded by the police when
they stop a driver.



Penalties

* Withdrawal of the licence
* Fines

* Prison

Education and campaigns

In school, at work, public

Target high risk groups

Helps increase social disapproval
Education for professionals

Enforcement

* Legislation needs to be enforced
* Roadside screening

* Post-collision forensic testing

Rehabilitation and healthcare

Drink driving schemes used as a basis

* reduce recidivism, restore mobility in a
safe way

e Little evaluation of drug driving schemes

Healthcare strategies

* General drug use, medical professionals
and licensing authorities



THANK YOU!

Jenny Carson

jenny.carson@etsc.eu
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